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[Abstract)

In Japan, the ‘economic security’ is becoming increasingly important in
the face of intensifying U.S.-China tensions, the COVID-19 pandemic, and
Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine. Previously, ‘economic security’ focused
primarily on the stable supply of essential resources like food, fossil fuels,
and materials critical for advanced industries such as semiconductors and
rare earths. However, it has recently become clear that the scope of this has
extended to the fields of decarbonization and renewable energy. Domestically,
Japan is working on ensuring a stable energy supply by promoting the
Green Transformation (GX), which includes expanding the introduction of
renewable energy, developing the supply chain for hydrogen and ammonia,
and establishing a foundation for next-generation energy. On the international
front, Japan is involved in developing decarbonization agreements within
the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), which includes the United
States and India; and in the establishment of the Asia Zero Emission
Community (AZEC). This article provides an overview of Japan’s economic
security initiatives, and discusses the idea of “expanding economic security,”
particularly in the areas of decarbonization and renewable energy, from
the perspectives of law and regulation, industrial policy, and international

cooperation.
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