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[Abstract]

The OECD and BRICS have become politicized against the backdrop
of the U.S.-China competition. China has expanded the BRICS and evolved
it into cooperation that includes the political and security domains, and in
response, the U.S. has begun to treat the OECD as a “common values” camp.
In this situation, Indonesia has decided to join only the OECD, while Thailand
is trying to maintain a balance between the OECD and BRICS, and Malaysia
has applied for membership of BRICS. This paper examines the background
to this situation from three perspectives: 1) the tradition of neutrality and
balanced diplomacy, 2) relations with China since the 2010s, and 3) domestic,
political, and economic circumstances, which includes personal factors. What
the three countries have in common is their cooperation with China, which
was initially based in the economic sphere, has gradually been upgraded to
include the political and security spheres, and that their participation in the
BRICS was a natural progression as they came to align with China’s narrative
of the international order. The differences in the responses of the three
countries also reaffirm the traditional diplomatic lines of Indonesia’s “free and
active diplomacy”, Thailand’s “bamboo diplomacy”, and Malaysia’s Non-

Western multilateralist orientation.
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