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[Abstract)

Taiwan and Japan have maintained close economic relations. Since
former Taiwan president Ma Ing-Jeou took office in May 2008, his
administration had targeted Japan for negotiating a bilateral trade agreement
and seeking its support for Taiwan’s bid to TPP membership. However,
Taiwan’s import restrictions on Japanese food products from Fukushima
and other four prefectures since 2011 have remained obstacles. When Tsai
Ing Wen administration announced the removal of restrictions in 2022,
Japan welcomed the decision and resumed bilateral economic partnership
dialogues. In recent years, agricultural trade between Taiwan and Japan have
significantly increased following Taiwan unilaterally granting market access
for Japanese imports. Notably, Taiwan’s pineapple exports to Japan have
surged, making Japan the second-largest destinations of Taiwan’s agricultural
exports. Taiwan and Japan will enter into negotiations if Taiwan’s application
of CPTPP membership is granted, which may boost Taiwan’s agricultural
exports to Japan, as well as lead to increasing imports from Japan. To
safeguard its agriculture, Taiwan should conduct comprehensive assessments
and consider best negotiation strategies.

Keywords: Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)/ Comprehensive and
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Organization (WTO), the Fukushima Nuclear Accident
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