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Narrative Diplomacy in the Era of “National
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[Abstract])

This article examines how Chinese President Xi Jinping intends
to shape the international order through the strategic narratives that he
communicates. The Communist Party, which began to focus on “discourse
power” around 2005, strengthened international discourse power in
2009-12 to counter Western democratic values, particularly those of the
United States. Furthermore, since 2013, Xi Jinping has been creating his
historical perspective and worldview through narratives to enhance his own
centripetal force, and in particular, he has been using the strategic narrative
of “Community with a shared future for mankind” to launch a full-scale
diplomatic strategy to build a “just and rational international order.” This
paper focuses on the fact that Xi Jinping prioritizes “national security” above
all else and seeks a “secure world” to achieve this goal. From the Western
countries’ perspective, the international order depicted in Xi’s narrative
deviates from the actual “War-Wolf Diplomacy” and can be said to be a
“virtual” world. However, with China’s growing economic and military
power, it is gaining increasing international influence among the global
South as if it were a reality, and China’s narrative diplomacy should not be
underestimated. Western democracies, including Japan, which aspire to an

international order based on the “rule of law,” need to increase their literacy
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of the narratives emanating from the Communist Party and respond to them in
a united manner.

Keywords: national security, discourse power, strategic narrative, Global
South
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