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Rethinking China’s “Digital
Authoritarianism”: Why the “Chinese
Governance System” is a Threat to
Democracy

Takayuki Igarashi
Research Fellow, China Division, Regional Studies Department,
National Institute for Defense Studies

[Abstract)

The system that uses digital technology to efficiently monitor people’s
lives and ensure political stability is called “Digital Authoritarianism,”
and alarm bells are ringing because it can been seen as a threat to
democracy. But China has never held up the term, and the term itself
has become a buzzword. Nevertheless, China’s model of economic
development based on the control and management of information has
made developing countries envious.

China neither exports nor forces imitation of a system of governance
that uses digital technology to maintain the stability of an autocratic
regime. However, as the “Chinese Governance System,” which can
serve as a counter-norm to Western values, takes root in developing
countries and elsewhere, Chinese values will become universal, which
will lead China to construct a new world order. In other words, the
“Chinese Governance System” affects the reality of the whole world

and is a threat to democracy.

Keywords: Digital Authoritarianism, Chinese Governance System, Great

Firewall, Soft Power
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