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The Development and Issues of the
“Councilors’ Meeting”
in Japan’s Ocean Policy Making System

Ming-Hao Yang
Assistant Professor, Bachelor Degree Program
in Ocean Law and Policy, National Taiwan Ocean University

[Abstract)

Following the UNCLOS Convention entering into force, Japan
enacted the “Basic Act on Ocean Policy,” in which the “Headquarters
for Ocean Policy” was established in accordance with this law to
coordinate the sea-related affairs of the various administrative agencies.
Over the past few years, the “Councilors’ Meeting,” under the “Head-
quarters for Ocean Policy” has not only provided consultative input
but has actively influenced policy directions. In the past, Japan’s
ocean affairs were decentralized, and the “Councilors’ Meeting,”
which is composed of experts from outside the government, assists the
Headquarter in policy planning and provides a forum for horizontal
linkage of policies, so as to resolve the issue of decentralization in the
past and improve Japanese government decision-making abilities. By
observing the changing roles of the “Councilors’ Meeting,” this paper
analyzes how this mechanism influences Japan’s ocean policy and the

problems it has faced.

Keywords: Basic Act on Ocean Policy, Basic Plan on Ocean Policy,
Ocean Policy, Councilors’ Meeting of the Headquarters

for Ocean Policy
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