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The Negotiation on Arms Exports to
Taiwan between the U.S. and China
in the beginning of 1980s

Akiko Yamamoto
Associate Professor of Department of Law, Politics & International Relations,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of the Ryukyus

[Abstract)

This article addresses how the U.S.-China relations over Taiwan
issues has changed since the establishment of normal diplomatic
relations in 1979 by multi archival approach. To analyze this theme,
this article focuses on the negotiation on arms sales to Taiwan based
on Taiwan Relations Act of the U.S. between the U.S. and China in the
beginning of the 1980s.

From the standpoint of the U.S., the Taiwan Relations Act, which
was instituted after the U.S.-China diplomatic normalization, has
been a deterrent to discourage China’s reunification of Taiwan by
force. Therefore, China has advocated repeal of the Taiwan Relations
Act all the more for Chinese sovereignty. China insisted on a model
of complete non-governmental interaction, akin to the “Japanese
approach,” in demanding the termination of diplomatic relations
between the United States and Taiwan. However, to uphold credibility
and leadership among Asian allies such as Japan and South Korea, it
remained imperative for the United States to ensure the security of
Taiwan even after the abrogation of the U.S.-Taiwan Mutual Defense
Treaty.

In conclusion, the U.S. and China both expected a concession

from the other in the early 1980s, at first, only to unlearn the
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expectation on the occasion of the bilateral agreement on August 17th,
1982.

Keywords: Taiwan Relations Act, Arms Exports to Taiwan, U.S.-

China Relations, Independent Foreign Policy
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