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The Kishida Cabinet’s Diplomacy and
Security Policies Amid Competition
Between the United States and China

Szu-Shen Ho

Distinguished Professor, Japanese Department/ Director, Center for
Japan and East Asian Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University

[Abstract]

Japanese Prime Minister Kishida Fumio launched the “Kishida
Peace Vision” at the 2022 “Shangri-La Dialogue” as his first cry for
foreign and security policies after taking charge of Japan. “Kishida’s
Peace Vision” uses the “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” (FOIP) as the
main focus, but Kishida, who inherited the “conservative main stream”
of the Liberal Democratic Party, has a different strategic vision from
the “conservative side stream” of former Prime Minister Abe.

On December 16, 2022, Japan announced the new “three security
documents” (National Security Strategy, National Defense Strategy,
and Defense Buildup Program). The Kishida cabinet’s response to
China’s military trends has been elevated from “a matter of concern
to the international community” to “the greatest challenge ever.” Xi
Jinping and Kishida mutually positioned their future bilateral relations
on the basis of “China-Japanese relations that meet the requirements
of the new era” and “constructive and stable Japan-Chinese relations.”
The “strategic mutually beneficial relationship” initiated by Abe
Shinzo in 2006 has quietly disappeared. China and Japan can only
explore “stable Japan-Chinese relations” in the “new era” and try to
maintain “peace” through dialogue amid the entanglement between

“history” and “reality.”
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