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The Change of International Environment
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of Cross-border Regional Development

Cooperation
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[Abstract)

The boundary between Yonaguni Island in western Japan and
Taiwan has drastically changed from an “open boundary” before
World War II to a “barrier boundary” after the war. In 2005, Yonaguni
formulated a “Yonaguni Vision for Self-reliance” to revitalize the
region through border exchange with Taiwan and once again challenged
the shift to an “open boundary,” but national regulatory barriers have
blocked it. This is an example of “indigenous development” oriented
toward cross-border regional development cooperation blocked by the
“external environment.” When the “Yonaguni Vision for Self-reliance”
came to a standstill, the town began to shift its focus to coexistence
with the Japan Ground Self-Defense Forces and survival of the town
by obtaining the national security budget, and a divergence in the
direction of Yonaguni’s Cross-border Regional Development can be
seen.

Given that situation, this paper presents a new development case
study of transboundary regional development in East Asia. This paper
aims to examine the path toward cooperation in transboundary regional
development with Yonaguni and Hualien as a node, taking up (1) the

‘Kuroshio’ (the Black Current) Living and Economic Sphere concept
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linking eastern Taiwan and the Sakishima Islands, (2) cross-strait
development cooperation centered on Kinmen Island-Fujian Province,

and (3) “regional diplomacy” in Okinawa Prefecture.

Keywords: Cross-border Regional Development Cooperation, Yonaguni
Vision for Self-reliance, ‘Kuroshio’ (the Black Current)

Living and Economic Sphere, Kinmen Island
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