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[Abstract]

Since the end of World War II, the focus of Japan’s foreign
policy has long been on ensuring the country’s reconstruction and
development. Since energy supply is an indispensable element of
social stability and economic development, Japan’s foreign policy
must take energy security into account. On the other hand, Japan’s
post-war reliance on the United States for diplomatic and military
security has had a profound impact on Japan’s foreign policy. Looking
back at the postwar history, Japan’s energy security has long benefited
from the international political order established by the United States.
However, as the international situation has changed, the concept
of energy security has expanded from supply and demand issues to
include international politics, climate change, and North-South issues.
Since the U.S. and Japan do not necessarily share the same stance and
interests on these issues, and Japan must try to maintain the stability
of the U.S.-Japan relationship, Japan’s foreign policy has been
frequently faced with great challenges. Against the above background,
it is worthwhile to ruminate on how energy security and U.S.-Japan
relations interact in Japan’s foreign policy, and in what way the

contradictory relationship between them can be mitigated.

Keywords:Japan, Energy Security, Japan-U.S. relations, Foreign
Policy
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