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[Abstract]

The “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy” initiated by Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe has come to be shared by Japan, the United
States, Australia, India, and the G7 as a kind of strategy toward
China along with changes in the perception of China by major
countries since 2017. Its foundation is the shared values of freedom,
democracy, respect for basic human rights, and the rule of law. After
that, from March 2021 onwards, the sense of crisis about China’s
military invasion of Taiwan increased, and from Japan and the United
States to the G7, they shared this sense of crisis and mentioned the
importance of peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait in their leaders’
statements. Japan and the United States have agreed to strengthen
security cooperation, and Japan has even mentioned strengthening its
defense capabilities and maintaining counterattack capabilities. On the
other hand, Japan, which does not have official diplomatic relations
with Taiwan, is concerned about the feasibility of Japan’s security
information sharing and exchanges with Taiwan’s senior government
officials. A question-and-answer session in the National Diet

confirmed that there is no law prohibiting this, but it is still unclear
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whether Japanese Government can decide to enforce it when needed.
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