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[ Abstract)

The Taiwanese local elections for the Republic of China were
held on November 26, 2022, where the elections of mayors and county
magistrates obtained high levels of public attention from all sectors.
The campaign was seen as a midterm exam for the second term of
Tsai’s administration and a prelude to the 2024 presidential election.
The election was flooded with negative campaign news with five major
issues occurring, namely, the case of thesis plagiarism, the Jinghua
scandal, the “black box” of vaccine contracts, dark money politics,
and fraud in the public sector. This election resulted in the successful
re-clection of several local officials. The Democratic Progressive
Party was negatively affected by several attacks during the campaigns
and additionally faced an unfavorable general environment. The party
ultimately concluded the election with a heavy defeat. In contrast,
the Kuomintang was the biggest winner in this campaign. The Taiwan
People’s Party, which was led by the then Taipei mayor Ko Wen-
je, had an acceptable performance. The political map of the county

magistrates formed after the election is as follows: the Kuomintang
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expanded, the Democratic Progressive Party shrunk, and the Taiwan
People’s Party has a seat. The fluctuations in power between the Blue,
Green, and White parties will affect the continuation and evolution of

Taiwan politics.

Keywords:2022 election, negative campaign, citizen satisfaction with

governance, incumbent advantage
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