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Japanese International Student Policy as
Seen from Historical Materials: An Example
of a General International Student in a
Cultural Project with China

Shih-Chang Lo

Japanese Studies Doctoral Program, National Chengchi University

[Abstract)

This paper studies scholarship students in pre-WWII cultural
projects against China. What kind of international student policy did
Japan have in dealing with Chinese international students before the
war? The author thinks that by studying the policy of foreign students
before the war in Japan, it will become a new way of thinking to
unravel the policy of foreign students after the war.

This research uses the materials from Series H of the Japan Center
for Asian Historical Records and the Oriental Cultural Programs,
in which I would like to mainly clarify the prewar Japanese student
project.

The purpose of Japan’s start of a cultural project with China was
originally to expand China’s pro-Japanese and Japan-acculturated
groups, but as described in this paper, it is based on examination
standards such as black boxes and complicated administrative
procedures, which proved to be annoying to international students.
In the 1980s, the screening criteria became clear, but the paperwork
still troubled many international students. As a result, this situation
continued until the “Plan for 100,000 Exchange Students” was
completed.
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