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Rising Tensions in East Asia:
Synchronized Paths of China and North
Korea in Containing the U.S.

Yukihiro Hotta
Senior Researcher, The Kazankai Foundation/Part-time Lecturer,
Sophia University

[Abstract)

Tensions are rising in East Asia amid heightened U.S.-China
tensions. In August 2022, with the U.S. House of Representatives
Speaker Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan, Chinese forces implemented large-
scale military exercises and demonstrated countermeasures in the
Taiwan Strait. It influences not only Taiwan, but also Japan and on
South Korea. While the U.S. has been deepening its involvement
in East Asian affairs, North Korea and Russia, which stand on the
same side as China, are increasingly aware of their presence in U,S.-
containment. Due to the outbreak of COVID-19, the bilateral economic
relations between China and North Korea were once sluggish; however,
due to Xi Jinping’s visit to North Korea in 2019, the relations between
China and North Korea have become closer. The possibility of China’s
providing large-scale economic assistance to North Korea in the future
is very high. Although the relationship between China and North

2

Korea is an “alliance,” its essence is fundamentally different from
those of Japan-U.S. and the U.S.-South Korea alliances. China does
not readily acknowledge North Korea’s actions in developing nuclear
weapons. This paper argues that the military alliance between China
and North Korea is limited to a certain range. As for the relationship

between Russia and North Korea, it is now still in a stage of restraint.
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