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China’s Move in the War in Ukraine, and
Japan-China Relations During this Time

Shin Kawashima
Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo

[Abstract)

This article explores the main factors of China in decision
making on foreign policy towards the Ukraine war in 2022, and their
influences on Sino-Japanese relations. Four factors are pointed out:
Domestic policy, Russo-Chinese relations, US-China relations, and
China’s policy for developing and emerging countries based on its
concept of new international relations. These four factors limit the
options of China during the Ukraine war, and eventually China adopts
a more complex and incomprehensible policy. This means that China’s
stance is different from Russia, though advanced countries including
Japan, recognizes the fact that China supports Russia, as well as both
China and Russia pursue their national interests and change status-quo
by force.

Additionally, this article shares how the Ukraine war influences
the international circumstances of East Asia. Russia stopped the
negotiation of Russo-Japanese peace treaty and energy project of
Sakhalin II., as well as Russia and China engage in joint military
activities around Japan. Furthermore, during the Ukraine war, China’s
military pressure toward Taiwan is getting more tense, with Japanese
politicians and the society paying strong attention on the Taiwan
Strait. China also recognizes the Tsai administration as the “enemy” to
pursue independence, while both the US and Japan support this matter.

The tension of Sino-Japanese relations have also been increased during
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the war, but this bilateral relation has strong economic supply chains

that is expected to be motivation to improve the such relations.

Keywords: Ukraine war, Russo-Chinese relations, US-China relations,
Sino-Japanese relations, China’s new international

relations
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