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Influence of the Long-Term Care Service on
Elderly Couples: Special Attention on the
Choice of the Elderlies

Fang-Rong He
Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate School for International Development and
Cooperation, Hiroshima University

[Abstract]

This study examines the circumstances in which elderly couples,
who require long-term care, are willing to take care of each other
through long-term care insurance services, and not through the care of
their children generation. The elderly couples who are struggling with
care needs, try to maintain their home life by using the day services
and by visiting services that are introduced by their care manager.
Through this method, what kind of difficulties will they face? These
examinations in this paper indicate that the current system separates
care recipients as “individuals who require care” and implicitly states
that “the children generation will take care of the elderly” do not need
care; hence, the care needs of these elderly couples (couples being
taken care of by their children) cannot be met. This situation points to
the need for institutional reform that should target elderly couples as a

family who needs nursing care.

Keywords: Long-Term Care Insurance, Elderly Couples, Home Care,

Care Manager
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