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Institutional Development of the Chinese
Foreign Policy-Making Mechanism

Ichiro Inoue
Professor, School of Policy Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University

[Abstract)

Regarding the domestic determinants of Chinese foreign
policy-making, a large number of the party and several government
organizations are related to this in the sense that they are under
the unique governance of the Chinese Communist Party, which has
government organizational systems that are different from those of
other countries. As a result, the character of the Chinese foreign
policy-making mechanism substantially also affects the outcome of its
foreign policy. The organizational development of the Chinese foreign
policy-making mechanism can be seen in the institutional development
of “Waishikou” after the Jiang Zemin era succeeded Deng Xiaoping’s
effort to reform Mao Zedong’s personalized policy-making style and to
push forward the institutionalization of policy making by reorganizing
or newly setting up organizations. Since Xi Jinping assumed power, he
has been trying to push forward the institutionalization of the foreign-
policy mechanism by correcting the party’s unilateral rule and top-
down policy-making mechanism. However, this bold effort at party-
led institutional reform in which power is concentrated in the supreme
leader might also have risks, since the institutional reform lacks

checks and balances of power.

Keywords: Chinese Foreign Policy, Foreign Policy Decision Making,

Institutionalization, Xi Jinping
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