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The Multi-Historiography of Japanese
Studies: From an Era of Self-Reliance
towards an Era of Collaboration

Yuichiro Shimizu
Professor, Faculty of Policy Management, Keio University

[Abstract)

Even Japanese Studies, depending on the region where research is
conducted, differs in terms of problem, research subject and methods
utilized. In the seventy-five years since the end of the Asia-Pacific
War, the United States, Europe and Asia each developed their own
‘Japanese studies’ with their own unique historiographies. Of course,
Japan is no different. However as is clear from Japan’s example, each
of them developed independently, and cross referencing was limited to
the small parts which had been translated.

In this sense 2018 was a moment of transition in Japanese
Studies. In the year of the 150th anniversary of Meiji, international
conferences were held not only in Japan but also in the United States
and throughout Europe, Asia and many other regions on the theme of
the Meiji restoration and Japanese modernization. New possibilities
are beginning to emerge as a diverse historiography begins to cross
references in earnest. To this end, further infrastructure development

is essential.

Keywords: Japan Studies, Japanese Studies, Japanology,

Internationalization, International collaboration
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Aizuwakamatsu Boshin 150-Year Business Commemoration Execution Committee.
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“Cambridge University Prof. Mikael Adolphson of Japan Studies”], GURULI, October 12,
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[International Conference on “Meiji Restoration and the Modern World” held at Nankai
University], Japan Institute of Nankai University, China.
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Years of Meiji”’ ask us?], Iwanami Shoten, 2018.
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