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The 2018 Taiwan’s Mayoral and Magisterial
Elections

Alex C. H. Chang

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Political Science, Academia Sinica

[Abstract)

The local elections held in November 24, 2018 were the first
midterm elections after President Ing-wen Tsai’s inauguration. In this
election, the DPP’s vote share dramatically declined from 47.6% in
2014 to 39.29%, and the numbers of administrative district held by the
DPP also decreased from 4 municipalities and 9 cities and counties to
2 municipalities and 4 cities and counties, respectively. Why did Ing-
wen Tsai's administration and the DPP face such a heavy defeat in her
first two years? This paper sets out to investigate why the DPP lost
its electoral support from Ing-wen Tsai’s political reforms, in which |
argue that the poor local governance and unclear policy goals were the
major reasons for the DPP’s loss in electoral support.

Keywords:Ing-wen Tsai, Democratic Progressive Party, Marriage
Equality, Gender Equality Education, Referendum
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