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The Political Lineage of Abe’s Diplomacy and
Taiwan

Fumio Niwa
Associate Professor, Institute of World Studies, Takushoku University

[ Abstract )

At the end of 2012, Shinzo Abe once again became prime minister of
Japan. Under the designation of “Diplomacy that takes a panoramic
perspective of the world map”, he has been working to build relationships of
trust and cooperation with other countries that share Japan’s basic values,
including freedom, democracy, fundamental human rights and the rule of law.
He has taken more trips abroad than any other Japanese prime minister in
history, making his way around the world at an extremely rapid pace. Ever
since Abe’s second ascent to the position of prime minister, Japan’s relations
with Taiwan — which do not have formal diplomatic ties — have continued
to deepen to a surprising degree. Within this, the influence of his maternal
grandfather, former Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi — himself known for
showing favoritism toward Taiwan — can occasionally be detected. Abe’s
stance of placing emphasis on Taiwan may have been fostered through Kishi.
This report clarifies Abe’s views on Taiwan while comparing Abe and Kishi’s

diplomacy.

Keywords: Diplomacy that takes a panoramic perspective of the world map,
Nobusuke Kishi, Chiang Kai-shek, Lee Teng-hui, Taiwanization
of the Republic of China
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