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Development of Agricultural Policy under
the Abe Administration

Masayoshi Honma
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Professor Emeritus at the University of Tokyo

[ Abstract )

This paper analyzes agricultural reforms under “Abenomics’ economic
policy program and the factors behind the political and economic changes.
The Abe administration has identified agriculture as a key area for economic
growth, conducting structural reforms with the aim of transforming
agriculture into a highly profitable industry.

The policy directions for agriculture under Abenomics can be
summarized as follows: (1) reviewing the rice production adjustment policy;
(2) undertaking integrated reforms of agricultural committees, agricultural
production corporations, and agricultural cooperative associations; (3)
expanding distribution channels for dairy products; and (4) building domestic
as well as international value chains (promoting primary producers
diversification into processing and distribution processes, and increasing
agricultural exports).

The evaluation of agricultural reforms in the Abe administration varies
depending on the area. Reforms of the agricultural policy on rice production
has not made much progress, whereas reforms of agricultural committees and
cooperatives show some improvement. The JA (Japan Agricultural
Cooperatives) reform is the most significant achievement. Changes in the
political environment and leadership of the Prime Minister's Office have
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contributed to some progress in agricultural reforms, though these reforms
have just begun, and there are till many challenges to be solved in order to
make the agricultural sector more active.

Keywords: Abenomics, Agrarian Reform, JA (Japan Agricultural
Cooperatives), Regulatory Reform, TPP
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