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The Emergence of New Ethnic-Minority
Elites During the Cultural Revolution
(1966-76)

Jun Kumakura
Institute of Developing Economies (JETRO) Research Fellow

[ Abstract )

2016 marked the 50" anniversary of the beginning of the Cultural
Revolution (1966-76). Many researchers regard the period as an era defined
by the wholesale destruction of China’s ethnic project. However, this article
argues that, with the reconstruction of the Chinese Communist Party
apparatus in 1971, new ethnic-minority elites emerged at the highest levels of
each ethnic-minority autonomous region. The promotion of these
ethnic-minority elites is related to the policy ideal of “blow out the old air
and breathe in the fresh air” (IH:%4437) under which new young cadres were
recruited after the 9" Party Congress of the CCP in 1969. Most of the
ethnic-minority elites appointed as high-ranking officials in this period have

survived and gained a kind of vested interest until now.

Keywords: Cultural Revolution, Ethnic-Minority Elites, Inner Mongolia,
Xinjiang, Mao Tse-tung
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