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Up and Out of Poverty: Xi Jinping’s Political
Thought as Local Party Leader of during the
Tiananmen Era

Takashi Suzuki
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, School of Foreign
Studies, Aichi Prefectural University

[ Abstract )

This article examines Xi Jinping’s personal political beliefs by analysing
his political discourse during the Tiananmen era (1988-1990) as showcased
in his first personal monograph, Up and Out of Poverty (EEAREF). As local
party secretary in Ningde District in Fujian Province, Xi’s pro-development
policies to address notoriously poor local socio-economic conditions evince a
strong nationalist sentiment to create a strong and prosperous China. Xi's
commentary on political leadership during this period likewise reveals a deep
sense of purpose under and attachment to the CCP regime, due to his family
ties to the first generation of CCP elites. Subsequently, Xi opposed the mass
democratic movement culminating in the Tiananmen Square Incident in June
1989 and instead emphasized a gradual and phased course of political reform,
perceiving protestors’ bottom-up political pressures as a repeat of the chaotic
Cultural Revolution. For Xi, Tiananmen exposed the dangers of political
corruption for the CCP’s political legitimacy. In this vein, Xi closely study
the phenomenon of dynastic change throughout Chinese political history and
related commentary, particularly focusing on Mao Zedong and Huang
Yanpei’s 1945 “Yaodong Dialogue” (Z2][A%). Such concerns over political
upheaval have formed one of the cornerstones of Xi’s political thought and
behavior as President.

Keywords: Xi Jinping’s political thought, June 4 Tiananmen Incident, Xi’s
perception of Chinese democracy, anti-corruption, leadership
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