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An Analysis of the 2016 Taiwanese
Presidential and Legislative Elections

Alex C. H. Chang

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Political Science, Academia Sinica

[ Abstract )

In the presidential and legislative elections on Jan 16, 2016, the DPP
presidential candidate Tsai Ing-wen garnered 56 percent of the popular vote,
defeating KMT candidate Eric Chu by 3.08 million votes. Moreover, the DPP
won 68 out of 113 seats in the Legislative Yuan—scoring an unprecedented
legislative majority.

This paper sets out to examine Tsai’s winning factors from the
cross-strait relations, the China factors, and respective presidential
candidates’ platform. It further dynamically investigates voters’ change in
political party identity from recent survey datasets. The data shows that the
KMT and the pan-blue coalition might have faced a great deal of loss in their
electorate, a sign of party dealignment. Nevertheless, whether such a loss will
further contribute to a long-term power struggle between political parties

remains an objective of active investigation.

Keywords: China factors, party dealignment and realignment, 92 consensus,

maintaining the status quo
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