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Why Party Turnover? Observations of
Taiwan’s 2016 Presidential and
Legislative Elections

Chia-Hung Tsai
Research Fellow and Director, Election Study Center,
National Chengchi University

[ Abstract )

This paper offers to explain why party turnover happened in Taiwan’s
2016 presidential election. It investigates parties’ social base, issue positions,
President Ma’s rating, economic situations and party organization. It is found
that Kuomintang seems to lose young and high educated voters over the past
eight years. The second reason for party turnover is low presidential

popularity that leads to chaotic nomination process.

Keywords: Presidential election, Legislative election, National identity,

cross-Strait relations
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