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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s Statement on
the 70th Anniversary of the End of
the Second World War: An Analysis of
the Political Process behind the Release

Fumio Niwa
Associate Professor, Institute of World Studies, Takushoku University

[ Abstract )

On August 14, 2015, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe released a
statement marking the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. Abe
attempted to convey his views on Japan’s past and the future. However, the
main focus of the statement was how Abe referred to the “remorse” and
“apology” for Japan’s “colonial rule” and “aggression” during WWII. Abe
reiterated what has been mentioned in the statements by former prime
ministers Tomiichi Murayama and Junichiro Koizumi—issued respectively
on August 15, 1995 on the 50th anniversary of the end of WWII, and 10
years later, the 60th anniversary.

Abe’s statement drew what could be described as an extraordinary
attention from international society. As Abe has triggered animosity from
both the Chinese and South Korean governments long before the release of
his statement, many American and European media have persistently
criticized Abe as a “historical revisionist.” Why propelled Abe to release a
statement as such, despite the existence of country’s official account of the
matter? Was a new statement really necessary? Examining the background of

how Murayama and Koizumi’s statements were formed, this paper aims to
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clarify Abe’s views on the previous statements, and discusses the political

process up until the release of Abe’s own statement.

Keywords: 70th Anniversary of the End of the Second World War,
Tomiichi Murayama’s Statement, Junichiro Koizumi’s
Statement, The Advisory Panel on the History of the 20th
Century and on Japan’s Role and World Order in the 21st
Century
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