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A Road to Reconciliation and its Agenda in
Postwar Japan and China: From the
Perspective of the Abe Statement

Shin Kawashima
Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo

[ Abstract )

History — and the different perceptions of it—between Japan and China
are treated as a major issue in Japan-China relations. While the issue of
historical perceptions seemed to be an independent variable, it is in fact a
dependent variable. As Japan-China relations worsen, the issue emerges as
problematic; however, it is shelved when the relations are improved.
Nonetheless, the historical issue is certainly the most vulnerable part in the
Japan-China relations. As a result, both nations endeavor to fortify the
vulnerability, including the 2015 Abe statement.

As for the case all over the world, the issue of historical perceptions is
regarded as the dependent variable in various bilateral or regional relations.
Nevertheless, it does not mean the subject in question can be overlooked or
unsolved just because it is a dependent variable. In terms of international
relations, the word “reconciliation” is generally defined as the reconstruction
of relations between parties after wars or conflicts. The present paper aims to
reevaluate Japan-China relationship from the perspective of reconciliation

and raise new challenges.

Keywords: the Abe Statement, The Advisory Panel on the History of the
20th Century and on Japan’s Role and the World Order in the
21st Century, Japan-China Friendship, reconciliation between

Japan and China, issues of historical perceptions
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