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China’s ‘Vulnerability as a Socialist State’
and Vatican: Christianity Problems as a
Security Threat

Amane Yamazaki
Ph. D. Student, International Politics, Economics and Communication,
Aoyama Gakuin University

[ Abstract )

China’s relations with Vatican not only illustrate the fact that China
faced the problems of Christianity both internally and externally, but also
reveal China’s ‘vulnerability as a Socialist State’ in today’s international
society. China’s ‘vulnerability as a Socialist State’ designates that the
Socialist China is exposed to double political pressure from both inside and
outside the country in the Post-Cold War era. Thus, the decision-makers of
the Chinese government are regarding the religious problems situation as a
security threat. China has been highly cautious in the fear of that the
anti-Communist Vatican may attempt to subvert its political regime. Despite
the fact that the major countries in the world today form an official relation
with Vatican, China does not establish full diplomatic ties with the smallest
state in the world. It can be said that China, still hesitating to normalize
diplomatic relations with Vatican, is an alien state in the Post-Cold War
international society. China’s relations with Vatican are also closely related
to the Taiwan Strait issue. In addition, the religious problems that China now
faced can affect the process of power transition between China and the
United States in the future.

Keywords: Vatican, problems of Christianity in China, socialism, the

Taiwan Strait issue, power transition
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