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Taiwan’s 2014 Nine-in-One Elections and the
Prospects of Beijing’s Taiwan Policy:
A Green Perspective

Jiann-Fa Yan
Professor, Department of Business Administration, Chien Hsin University

[ Abstract )

Taiwan’s big-scaled elections have always had strong impacts on
China’s Taiwan policy. The 2014 nine-in-one elections were a collection of
local elections, but due to their variety and unprecedented scales, it was
considered as an important indicator to the 2016 presidential elections. On
November 29th, 2014, the KMT was fiercely defeated both in seats and votes
won, thus giving way to a big triumph for the DPP. This is an undesirable
result for Beijing. Hence, under these circumstances, one question will be
raised: will the 2014 elections bring about strong impacts and push Beijing’s
Taiwan policy to change? This paper indicates that even though there will be
some slight changes of its contents, the policy’s fundamentals and framework
will remain consistent. Some reasons are: Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
mindset and the constraints of Chinese political institutions and the external
challenges he has to face. This paper argues that Beijing will keep its Taiwan
policy progressive with stability. It will follow up the given track and take a
carrot-and-stick approach, with psychological tactics, to contain and absorb
Taiwan into its embrace, and finally, to win the battle without shedding a
drop of blood.

Keywords: Taiwan’s 2014 Nine-in-One Elections, Beijing’s Taiwan Policy,
KMT, DPP, Cross-Strait Relations
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