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A Review of the Cross-Strait Relations in
2014 — The Progression of Bilateral
Interaction Mechanism and Eruption of
Political Conflict and Paradox

Hanae Takano
Research Fellow, Interchange Association (JAPAN) Taipei Office

[ Abstract )

Taiwan and China made a groundbreaking engagement in 2014 through
the meeting between Wang Yu-chi, Minister of Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs
Council, and Zhang Zhijun, Director of China’s Taiwan Affairs Office. Both
had agreed on establishing a direct and regular communication channel
between the two agencies to facilitate the institutionalization of bilateral
relations. However, the deepening development of bilateral ties had made
Taiwanese people suspicious of further political engagement and economic
integration with China. The Sunflower Movement that broke out in March
2014 had severely dampened the Cross-Strait relations, which subsequently
dropped to the lowest point in recent years with the failure of a planned
landmark meeting between President Ma Ying-jeou and Chinese President Xi
Jinping (Ma-Xi meeting) as well as a humiliating setback in the 9-in-1
elections in November for the KMT government. With more than one year
left in his current term, Ma has already been described as a lame-duck
president.

The Ma administration believed that the Cross-Strait relations are now
back on track after a rocky year. However, Beijing may continue to push

forward with this political agenda and the year of 2016 would be a better
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timing for Xi to set the tone for his Taiwan policy.
Keywords: Cross-Strait relations, “Wang-Zhang” Meeting, Sunflower

movement, one country two systems, “Ma-Xi” Meeting, Taiwan

policy
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